


A Letter From Sven:

Simply put, we’re passionate about quality.  It’s 
what drives us and keeps our construction team 
motivated and excited about what we do.  The 
past couple of years have been some of the most 
enjoyable of my 19 year building career.  We’ve 
been fortunate enough to work with clients that 
share our excitement about architectural details, 
design and quality of materials and craftsmanship.  
We’ve worked with clients moving to Minnesota 
from around the country who have brought 
with them new ideas and different architectural 
preferences.  

In the interest of exploring their architectural 
style and assembling the best team for their 
project, we’ve interviewed architects and interior 
designers from around the country.  Looking to 
Montana and Wyoming for specialists in Mountain 
Modern architecture.   Collaborating with 
builders in Dallas, Scottsdale & Greenville to tour 
homes in various styles of interest to our clients 
in Minneapolis.  Learning from builders in these 
markets, discovering new materials and building 
techniques in an effort to build to the highest level 
of quality and authenticity in our client’s chosen 
architectural style.  

Through all of this travel and research, we’ve 
come to believe that we’re blessed to have some 
of the most talented tradesmen, craftsmen, 
artisans, architects and interior designers right 
here in Minneapolis.  While there is much to 
learn from those in other markets, I’m confident 
knowing we’re building some of the finest homes 
in the country - in Minneapolis & around Lake 
Minnetonka.

The Stonewood and Revision teams have 
continued to evolve and grow over the past year.  
We have been fortunate enough to bring on several 
new project managers – unquestionably some 
of the best in the business.  Steve Clinton joined 
Stonewood last year & has been building some 
of the finest homes in the area for over 27 years.  
Joe Mailhot has been a home builder for nearly 40 
years, a professor of drafting, and is a wealth of 
construction knowledge.  Keith Schaehrer comes 
to Revision as a project manager with a background 
in mechanical engineering and nearly 30 years of 
project management experience.  Stacy Pampuch 
has joined our accounting department to assist with 
the financial management of our projects.  Jerry 
Anderson, Cam Petersen, Johnathan Sampson, 
have joined to oversee the field, attend to jobsite 
maintenance & warranty service.  I could not be 
more proud of our amazing team & their dedication 
to the homes that we build for our clients.  

As much as we’re focused on the quality of the 
product that we build, we’re equally committed 
to delivering a building experience that is second 
to none - enjoyable, fun, and as stress free as 
possible.  To that end, we dedicate a lot of 
time to improving our processes.  We’ve built 
industry leading project management software – 
BuildTools.com that’s now used by home builders 
around the world to manage their construction 
companies.  This online system manages all aspects 
of the building process -  project budgets, change 
requests, schedule, all project documents & 
photos, communication, etc…. Our homeowners 
have access to this information 24/7.  We’re about 
to launch a new version that will further improve 
the building process.  

J. Sven Gustafson
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what a builder builds for his family
STONEWOOD

What would you build for yourself, as a 
builder?  I’ve been asked that question over 
the years by clients many times.  Because I’d 
not built a home for myself until recently, 
my answer was always “I really don’t 
know.  I love so many architectural styles”.  
Throughout my career it’s always been my 
role to adopt my client’s dream, understand 
their ideas, get as excited about their home 
as they are, and then inject my thoughts and 
ideas and drive consistency in the design.  I get 
truly excited about my client’s design, and 
throughout the process, I envision living in 
their home.  My input and ideas are inspired 
by that excitement.  So at that moment 
when they ask “what would you build”, I can 
honestly say that I’m pretty excited about the 
house that we’re designing for their family. 

As a home builder, when I ask myself that 
question, I start thinking about resale.  I grew 
up moving from house to house, always for 
sale, always living in a model home.  “What 
would I build”, turns into “what do I think 
will sell”….  That takes a lot of the fun out 
of building – designing for what is most 
broadly marketable rather than designing a 
dream home that our family will love to live 
in.   Because of this, I try to get my clients 
out of this mindset.  Don’t just think about 
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resale.  You are going to live in this home.  
Have fun, build in features that work best for 
your family, that will help you organize and 
enjoy your home to the fullest.  Don’t worry 
so much about the next owner’s desires – they 
can remodel the little things that don’t work 
for them.  Luckily, my wife Anna is of the same 
mindset and had no shortage of ideas.  As is 
often the case with my clients, she drove much 
of the design process and provided the vision 
for our new home.  She, to a degree, became 
the client, while I focused on the mechanical 
infrastructure, the home automation, and the 
budget.

We worked as a team on the floorplan, 
balancing the spaces that were important 
to us, maximizing views and incorporating 
features that we’d collected and dreamt of 
incorporating into a home one day.

Consistency in design is so important.  We 
developed themes that carry through all the 
details of the home.  While we love the look 
of black steel windows used in other parts of 
the country, they’re not suited to Minnesota’s 
harsh environment, and cost prohibitive for 
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most projects.  Marvin windows worked 
with us to achieve the look we were after, 
dark sashes, with light drywall returns.  
This detail is mirrored in a feature we’ve 
wanted to incorporate in a home for years 
– a wine cellar built of 2 sided custom steel 
doors, on the main level beside the dining 
space.  The black steel details continue 
throughout the home in shelving details 
and custom built furniture.  The dining 
space is unique, and demanded a special 
table – built by our craftsman of welded 
steel, covered in zinc roofing material.  

Reclaimed barn beams were used 
to provide some contrast to the 
clean lines of the simple millwork 
details, the rift cut oak cabinetry and 
flooring.  Salvaged from barns taken 
down in northern Wisconsin, these 
beams exude character.  Many have 
carved initials, pencil marks from 
their original installation so many 
years ago.  

Every space in the house, while 
following the rhythm of the 
architectural style, has its own unique 
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elements that set it apart.  The sculptural 
tub in the master bathroom, octagonal 
tumbled travertine floor & honed carrera 
marble tops come together in a relaxed, 
eclectic but formal feeling space.  Unique 
lighting was used throughout the home, 
but it’s especially apparent in the master 
bedroom where a distinctive  ceramic 
chandelier hangs above one of the home’s 
exceedingly worn antique oriental 
carpets.  

Powder rooms are always an area of departure 
from the rest of the home.  Our designers like 
to have fun in these smaller guest focused spaces 
through different finishes, textures, wallpaper, 
and design.  In our home, we incorporated a 
new (but made to look repurposed) farm table, 
wall mounted plumbing fixture, vessel style 
farm sink, patterned grasscloth wallpaper.
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It’s true. There really is no place like 
home. But, what if you’ve outgrown it? 
What if your lives have transitioned in a 
way that makes your current home a bit 
impractical to live in? Maybe the home 
you once loved now just feels dated. 
Our team can help you re-imagine your 

spaces and we’ll work together with 
you to bring that vision to life.

Revision’s unmatched talent and 
experience reawakens existing spaces 
to revitalize your home and make it feel 
brand new once again. Our craftsmen 

REVISION
a custom fit for family

The mudroom is the home’s 
filter and its design can make or 
break the home’s cleanliness and 
organization.  Thoughtful spaces 
to collect children’s book bags, 
shoes, hats, mittens and jackets 
are critical.  Durable finishes are equally important 
– we used quartersawn oak as the bench top, flame 
finished granite for the drop deck, distressed/ 
tumbled, acid washed marble flooring that had a 
worn patina from the get-go, knowing that 3 kids 
will “improve” the finish over time.  

In our case the space over the garage that’s so 
often broadly referred to as the “bonus room” is 

used as mom’s (really the kid’s) art studio, office, 
and music room.  It’s one of the most used spaces 
in the home, and again durability and ease of 
cleaning and repair were tantamount.  The cast 
iron sink was found in a salvage yard in Stillwater.  
The flooring, vinyl plank that most would believe 
is a character grade hardwood – is super durable 
and easy to replace small portions when (not if) 
damaged.  Custom neon lighting importantly 

reminds those in the space to “open your 
eyes wide in wonder and belief.”  All of 
our custom homes are the result of the 
owners’ passions & dreams for a space that 
they’ll enjoy with their family for many 
years.  Building a home for our family 
made so evident the fact that we’re blessed 
to create special places that are so personal 
and unique for our clients. n  

J. Sven Gustafson, 
Owner
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will work to make your dreams to reality and our 
unique process makes it all happen as smoothly 
as possible. Whether it’s updating a kitchen, 
finishing a basement or a whole house renovation - 
we’re committed to creating new spaces that are a 
custom fit for your family. 

Our process is unique, streamlined and simple. 
Rather than be pigeon-holed to one architectural 
style, we assist our clients in interviewing several 

local architects that are the best in the business. 
We’ll help you determine whose style will best 
compliment your own and who will be a good fit 
for your project. Then, we’ll help you create a 
wish list to determine how your family “lives” in 
your spaces and which rooms need to be revised 
and updated. We’re also committed to the 
environment and your budget, so we always take 
time to determine what existing materials can be 
reused or refinished. Our clients find it refreshing 

that all of our processes are designed around 
simplicity, transparency and common sense.

Each Revision project is a representation of 
our clients’ lives. It’s a story retold through a re-
imagining of space that captures the unique taste 
and lifestyle of each one of our clients. Every 
project reflects our love of our craft and our 
commitment to helping you fall in love with your 
home all over again. n

John Daly, 
Partner



THE MINGLE SHOWROOM 
AND DESIGN STUDIO
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“Who knew building a new home could be so 
much fun?” We love hearing this from our clients! 
It’s how we know we’re doing something right. 
At Mingle, we believe building a home from the 
ground up doesn’t have to be a stressful experience. 
The process should be fun and exciting, and that’s 
always our goal. From cabinetry to tile, countertops 
to finishes -- it’s easy to feel overwhelmed with 
too many choices. Traditionally, new homeowners 
would visit showroom after showroom to make 
each of their selections. At Mingle, clients can 
browse our 25,000 square foot space to find 
everything they need for their custom home. Have 
you ever tried to make a major design decision by 
staring at a book of tiny samples? Mingle’s fully 
decorated, home-like spaces show you exactly 
what that stunning cabinetry, those luxurious 
countertops, or that unique tile would look like in 
your space.

In addition, Mingle’s award winning kitchen 
and bath designers have the skill and expertise to 
create custom cabinetry designs for your home. 
We can help you select the perfect cabinetry for 
your taste and lifestyle and create a distinctive look 
throughout your home that is tailored specifically to 
you. Our onsite interior design partners at Studio 
M Interiors are on hand as well to work with you to 
create interior designs that are cohesive, beautiful 

kitchens & baths – and so much more!

and functional. We take a team approach to every 
project -- collaborating to create your one-of-a-
kind living space.

Mingle’s custom designed cabinetry is on display 
throughout Stonewood’s 2018 Artisan Tour home. 
In addition to the kitchen and baths, our beautiful 
built-in cabinetry enhances the master bedroom, 
library, office, and even the porch. 
The Studio M team worked closely 
with the client to design, furnish and 
accessorize spaces inspired by the 
“Hamptons meets Lake Minnetonka” 
style home, and the homeowners tell 
us they are pleased with the result. 
“Our Mingle and Studio M design 
teams helped us think about how we 
live day to day and created spaces that 
reflect our lifestyle and bring us great 
joy. Through this process, they have 
almost become part of our family! 

The end result speaks for itself in ways that words 
cannot express – this home is us!” We’re doing 
something right. n

Melissa Santrach, 
Owner



STUDIO M INTERIORS
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Our talented team of designers and design 
assistants thrive on presenting fresh ideas and 
innovative design concepts that reflect our client’s 
vision of a beautiful home. This focus on creativity, 
collaboration and our pursuit of excellence is what 
drives us to continue to delight and inspire our 
clients.

The Studio M design process begins with 
conversations that help us create goals and a 
theme for each design project. Our team looks 
to interior architecture for inspiration -- often 
favoring a mix of classic and modern elements. 
From there, we consider the flow of a room and 

work to create a strong focal point, whether it’s 
an architectural element like a dramatic fireplace, 
or a design element like a repeating pattern. Then, 
we thoughtfully plan the space and help select 
everything from materials and finishes to custom 
furnishings. 

In addition, our unique partnership with Mingle 
helps makes the process more streamlined and 
stress free for our clients. Mingle is a 25,000 
foot, one-stop home design resource center 
that showcases everything from state-of-the-art 
appliances and flooring, to lighting, cabinetry and 
home automation. Bringing all of these elements 

collaboration, creativity & passion

together in one place enables our clients to make 
their selections in just one or two meetings.

Studio M has earned a stellar reputation in the 
Twin Cities and across the country for our artful 
design and approachable style. We work side 
by side with architects and builders to create 
beautiful yet functional spaces that our clients 

truly love. We’re passionate about creating an 
interior design that will reflect your personal style 
and that will transform your home into something 
extraordinary. n

 
Melissa Musgjerd, 
Owner/Designer



YARDSCAPES
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Your home says a lot about you and we believe 
the outside should reflect your personality just as 
much as the inside does.

We begin our landscape design process by getting 
to know you, your lifestyle and your personality. 
Then, before we begin formulating a design that 
is truly unique to you, our team considers the 
architecture and the surrounding environment of 

your home. Owner Lincoln Danforth says, “The 
architecture of a home is an essential and exciting 
element to work with while designing. Each home 
has certain characteristics that make it unique. It’s 
our job to highlight these characteristics and really 
bring those outdoor spaces to life.” Our mission 
is to create a shared vision for your ideal outdoor 
living space that will be inspiring, innovative and 
distinct.

 designed with you in mind

Once the design is created, our skilled crews get 
to work installing all elements of your landscape 
design -- going beyond beautiful plants, shrubs 
and greenery. These elements may include patio 
spaces perfectly suited for entertaining, outdoor 
kitchens for the chef in your family, cozy fireplaces 
and fire pits, relaxing gardens, soothing accent 
lighting, swimming pools, and custom wood or 
metal structures, for example.

But, it doesn’t end once the project is complete. 
”It’s our goal at Yardscapes, Inc. to continue the 
relationship we’ve built with our clients and to 
watch as the landscape grows and evolves. We also 
help with maintenance to keep everything looking 
its best for years to come.” 

Our award winning professionals at Yardscapes 
Inc. have over 40 years of experience serving 
our clients. We have built solid, long standing 
relationships in the industry and that means our 
clients need only one contractor for all phases of 
their landscape design and installation.

There really is no place like home and we’ll work 
hard to ensure that your outdoor living spaces are 
just as unique and special as you are. n

Lincoln Danforth, 
Designer



ALEXANDER DESIGN GROUP
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For more than 30 years, we’ve been designing 
homes for families in the Twin Cities and across 
the country. All of this experience has yielded a 
wealth of knowledge and insight that we’ve come 
to rely on each time we begin a new project. For 
us, as designers, establishing a strong partnership 
with our clients is crucial to the success of every 
custom home we design. We strive to build a 
partnership based on trust, honesty and respect. 
That connection is so important and we believe 
it’s what’s behind our growth and success in this 
highly competitive industry.

Our process begins with an introductory 
meeting – a chance to get to know one another. 

award winning residential architecture

We want our clients to choose us -- not only 
because of the quality of our work -- but because 
of our personalities and dedication to the design 
process as well. Each home is designed specifically 
for our clients’ lifestyles and how they live. We 
enjoy getting to know them on a personal level and 
guiding them through this process from start to 
finish. We value the trust they put in us to design 
something so important.

Over the years we have been fortunate to see 
hundreds of our designs – and client’s dreams – 
realized into amazing homes. A number of these 
projects have won design awards at a regional 
and national level. Although it’s humbling to be 
recognized by our peers for what we love to do, 
it also drives us to continually improve and push 
boundaries, and to remain one of the premier 
home design firms in the Midwest. n

Kathryn Alexander, 
President/Owner



Stonewood LLC
612-462-4000
www.Stonewood.com
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We all know life doesn’t come with guarantees. 
Things happen and how we bounce back is 
important. Having someone you can trust in your 

corner is crucial. Just like your new home -- a 
sound insurance plan should be customized to fit 
you and your family, perfectly.

For more than 60 years, we’ve been helping 
families protect themselves and their investments. 
Back in 1950, Frank Cox set out to establish an 
independent insurance agency that would safeguard 
people from the adversities that might come 

their way. Today, his children and grandchildren 
continue to carry on that tradition.

We remain committed to relying our 
industry knowledge to design specific 
insurance plans that are a good fit for each 
of our clients -- and not just for right now, 
for years to come as well. That’s why we 
partner with group carriers like Chubb 
Insurance. Chubb is known for delivering 
unparalleled service and innovative 
products. They have become the industry 
leader for helping families through life’s 
twists and turns and unforeseen events that 
may cause financial strain.

The team at Cox Insurance has earned high 
level designations and has been recognized 
over and over for our expertise in the 
insurance industry As a third generation, 
family owned independent insurance 

agency, we plan to carry on the tradition Frank 
began so many years ago -- holding ourselves to 
a higher standard, providing excellent service and 
genuinely caring about our clients. n

Ryan Wagenman,
Partner

ALEXANDER
DESIGN GROUP

RESOURCE GUIDE

Alexander Design Group, Inc.
952-473-8777
kathryn@alexanderdesigngroup.com
www.alexanderdesigngroup.com

Revision LLC
612-462-4000
www.RevisionMN.com

Studio M
info@studiom-int.com
763-717-8500
www.studiom-int.com

Cox Insurance
Ryan Wagenman, CAPI
651-674-0001 
ryan@coxins.net
www.coxins.net

Yardscapes
(952) 887-2794
yardscapes@yardscapesinc.com
www.yardscapesinc.com

COX INSURANCE
protect your home and lifestyle 

with trusted partners

Mingle Showroom
info@mingleteam.com
763-717-8500
www.mingleteam.com

Cox Insurance
Ryan Wagenman, CAPI
651-674-0001 
ryan@coxins.net
www.coxins.net

Ryan Wagenman, Partner, CAPI
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